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Overview

Center County (pop. 15,000), a historically rural county, has experienced an increase in population growth in the past decade, and concerns are mounting about the need to accommodate projected growth while preserving rural character and the county’s critical resources.  
 
Planners have projected that future population growth will bring 3,000 new households to the county over the next 10 years. You are the local Virginia government and you are governed by the rules of the Commonwealth.
Designated Growth Areas:

Center County has three established growth areas (towns) surrounded by low-density Rural Areas:

· Centerburg (pop. 10,000) is the County Seat and includes a diverse mix of uses including a commercial core, residential areas and a small industrial park.  Based on current zoning, the existing Centerburg City Growth Area can accommodate approximately 600 new households (20% of projected growth) .

· Riverside Village (pop. 2,500) is a predominantly residential settlement oriented around historic woolen milling operations.  Former manufacturing facilities on the banks of the Raquette River are now vacant.  All remaining land in the Riverside Village Growth area is zoned for residential uses and currently occupied.  Based on current zoning, the existing Riverside Village Growth Area can accommodate 150 new households (5% of projected growth).

· Farm Village (pop. 1,500) has evolved as an agricultural settlement and serves as a processing center for farm and forest products.   Current zoning regulations permit a combination of residential, commercial and industrial land uses.  Based on current zoning, the existing Farm Village Growth Area can accommodate 300 households (10% of projected growth).

· Rural Areas (pop. 1,000) includes all remaining land in the County that is not part of a designated Growth Area.  Most of the growth in the past decade has occurred in rural area subdivisions allowed through rezoning of rural lands.  Based on current zoning, the existing Rural Areas can accommodate approximately 3,000 new households (100% of projected growth).
Green Infrastructure Assets:

· Forestlands are scattered throughout the County and becoming increasingly fragmented.

· Several High-value Ecological Cores remain intact and provide critical habitat.

· The Northwest Hills Upland Core includes forested uplands surrounding a drinking water reservoir. Development is slowly encroaching along the eastern slope.
· The Floodplain Forest Cores along the Raquette River on the eastern side of the county support wildlife, filter runoff, and stabilize riparian soils. 
· Surface Waterways are at risk for impairment due to de-forestation, agricultural runoff and polluted runoff from urbanized areas. 
· North Creek – flows east from the Northwest Hills across the northern edge of Centerburg and on the Raquette River.

· Meadow Creek – flows through farmlands on the southeastern side of the county and into the Raquette River.
· Raquette River – flows south along the county’s eastern border and is impaired south of Riverside Village.


· Two County Parks provide recreational opportunities for county residents and visitors.
· Regional Park – is located in the northeast corner of the county.

· Community Park – is located on the southern edge of the Centerburg Growth Area. 


· Working Farmlands are an important component of the local economy and natural landscape. Historically, farms were established throughout the county on large tracts of land and held by a small number of landowners.  While much of this land has been converted for other uses in the county, the southern part of the County remains largely intact as a working landscape. 
Center County’s 2008 Comprehensive Plan outlines a set of planning goals to inform future growth:
· Identify the county’s green infrastructure assets.
· Prioritize high-value and threatened assets.
· Identify opportunities to connect existing green infrastructure resources

· Identify potential sites for a new park.
· Restore and protect riparian corridors along impaired waterways.
· Establish a working landscape overlay district to conserve land for traditional agricultural and forestry.
· Establish a greenway trail.
· Accommodate projected growth of 3,000 new households.
Planning Tool Box: (these are options not requirements)
· Purchase or Transfer of Development Rights (remember that you can’t buy everything!)
· Land Acquisition (ditto, you can’t afford to buy everything!)
· Approve or deny pending subdivisions

· Revise / delineate Growth Area Boundaries
· Conservation Easements (held by county or third party)
· Establish Ag/Forestal Districts

· Change zoning to limit or increase densities (downzone or upzone).

· Establish Riparian Buffer

· Restore an area or corridor (e.g. replant trees on a river buffer)

· Cluster Development (this is a site planning tool but you may suggest areas where clustering is useful) 
The Game: Participants will need to develop a realistic spatial green infrastructure plan that meets the Comprehensive Plan objectives using tools provided in the Planning Tool Box.  Participants may also create other tools as long as they are those allowed in Virginia. To play the game, participants will first identify critical green infrastructure resources and then indicate what tools can be applied where on the map. Remember that you need to include a strategy to fit in new households.  Each team should be prepared to describe what was saved, why and how. What challenges are presented by the tools chosen? What else can be done to conserve Center County? 
1) Identify your important green infrastructure assets based on comprehensive plan goals and the map,

2) Propose connections (corridors) to create a network, and 

3) Use your planning tools to create a green infrastructure plan within the context of a developing landscape.
